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Dear Fathers, Brothers and Sisters,

I am delighted to wish you “A Very Happy Christmas and a
Joyful New Year”. May the birth of this Child bring us all
peace and justice to all the peoples of this Land. We, as
the members of this Vellore Catholic Church, are welcome
Jesus in our midst. Let us visit his manger and offer our
gifts, especially gift of ourselves. May the celebration of
Year of Youth in our Dioceses bring our youth closer to
Jesus. May our Mother reveal to all of us this precious
Child of God who is the Redeemer of all.

As a sign of total dedication of ourselves to Jesus, | would
like to publish the letter written by our Holy Father to the
Seminarians and certainly to our priests. May the
meditation of this bring us along with our people to the
manger.

When in December 1944 | was drafted for military service,
the company commander asked each of us what we planned
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to do in the future. | answered that | wanted to become a
Catholic priest. The lieutenant replied: “Then you ought
to look for something else. In the new Germany priests
are no longer needed”. | knew that this “new Germany”
was already coming to an end, and that, after the
enormous devastation which that madness had brought
upon the country, priests would be needed more than ever.
Today the situation is completely changed. In different
ways, though, many people nowadays also think that the
Catholic priesthood is not a “job” for the future, but one
that belongs more to the past. You, dear friends, have
decided to enter the seminary and to prepare for priestly
ministry in the Catholic Church in spite of such opinions
and objections. You have done a good thing. Because people
will always have need of God, even in an age marked by
technical mastery of the world and globalization: they will
always need the God who has revealed himself in Jesus
Christ, the God who gathers us together in the universal
Church in order to learn with him and through him life's
true meaning and in order to uphold and apply the
standards of true humanity. Where people no longer
perceive God, life grows empty; nothing is ever enough.
People then seek escape in euphoria and violence; these
are the very things that increasingly threaten young
people. God is alive. He has created every one of us and
he knows us all. He is so great that he has time for the
little things in our lives: “Every hair of your head is
numbered”. God is alive, and he needs people to serve
him and bring him to others. It does make sense to become
a priest: the world needs priests, pastors, today, tomorrow

and always, until the end of time.




The seminary is a community journeying towards priestly
ministry. | have said something very important here: one
does not become a priest on one’s own. The “community of
disciples” is essential, the fellowship of those who desire
to serve the greater Church. In this letter | would like to
point out - thinking back to my own time in the seminary
- several elements which | consider important for these
years of your journeying.

1. Anyone who wishes to become a priest must be first
and foremost a “man of God”, to use the expression of
Saint Paul (1 Tim 6:11). For us God is not some abstract
hypothesis; he is not some stranger who left the scene
after the “big bang”. God has revealed himself in Jesus
Christ. In the face of Jesus Christ we see the face of God.
In his words we hear God himself speaking to us. It follows
that the most important thing in our path towards
priesthood and during the whole of our priestly lives is
our personal relationship with God in Jesus Christ. The
priest is not the leader of a sort of association whose
membership he tries to maintain and expand. He is God’s
messenger to his people. He wants to lead them to God
and in this way to foster authentic communion between
all men and women. That is why it is so important, dear
friends that you learn to live in constant intimacy with
God. When the Lord tells us to “pray constantly”, he is
obviously not asking us to recite endless prayers, but urging
us never to lose our inner closeness to God. Praying means
growing in this intimacy. So it is important that our day
should begin and end with prayer; that we listen to God
as the Scriptures are read; that we share with him our
desires and our hopes, our joys and our troubles, our
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failures and our thanks for all his blessings, and thus
keep him ever before us as the point of reference for our
lives. In this way we grow aware of our failings and learn
to improve, but we also come to appreciate all the beauty
and goodness which we daily take for granted and so we
grow in gratitude. With gratitude comes joy for the fact
that God is close to us and that we can serve him.

2. For us God is not simply Word. In the sacraments he
gives himself to us in person, through physical realities.
At the heart of our relationship with God and our way of
life is the Eucharist. Celebrating it devoutly, and thus
encountering Christ personally, should be the centre of
all our days. In Saint Cyprian’s interpretation of the Gospel
prayer, “Give us this day our daily bread”, he says among
other things that “our” bread - the bread which we receive
as Christians in the Church - is the Eucharistic Lord
himself. In this petition of the Our Father, then, we pray
that he may daily give us “our” bread; and that it may
always nourish our lives; that the Risen Christ, who gives
himself to us in the Eucharist, may truly shape the whole
of our lives by the radiance of his divine love. The proper
celebration of the Eucharist involves knowing,
understanding and loving the Church’s liturgy in its
concrete form. In the liturgy we pray with the faithful of
every age — the past, the present and the future are joined
in one great chorus of prayer. As | can state from personal
experience, it is inspiring to learn how it all developed,
what a great experience of faith is reflected in the structure
of the Mass, and how it has been shaped by the prayer of

many generations.




3. The sacrament of Penance is also important. It teaches
me to see myself as God sees me, and it forces me to be
honest with myself. It leads me to humility. The Curé of
Ars once said: “You think it makes no sense to be absolved
today, because you know that tomorrow you will commit
the same sins over again. Yet,” he continues, “God
instantly forgets tomorrow’s sins in order to give you his
grace today.” Even when we have to struggle continually
with the same failings, it is important to resist the
coarsening of our souls and the indifference which would
simply accept that this is the way we are. It is important
to keep pressing forward, without scrupulosity, in the
grateful awareness that God forgives us ever anew — yet
also without the indifference that might lead us to abandon
altogether the struggle for holiness and self-improvement.
Moreover, by letting myself be forgiven, | learn to forgive
others. In recognizing my own weakness, | grow more
tolerant and understanding of the failings of my neighbour.

4. 1 urge you to retain an appreciation for popular piety,
which is different in every culture yet always remains
very similar, for the human heart is ultimately one and
the same. Certainly, popular piety tends towards the
irrational, and can at times be somewhat superficial. Yet
it would be quite wrong to dismiss it. Through that piety,
the faith has entered human hearts and become part of
the common patrimony of sentiments and customs, shaping
the life and emotions of the community. Popular piety is
thus one of the Church’s great treasures. The faith has
taken on flesh and blood. Certainly popular piety always
needs to be purified and refocused, yet it is worthy of our
love and it truly makes us into the “People of God”.\GD




5. Above all, your time in the seminary is also a time of
study. The Christian faith has an essentially rational and
intellectual dimension. Were it to lack that dimension, it
would not be itself. Paul speaks of a “standard of teaching”
to which we were entrusted in Baptism (Rom 6:17). All of
you know the words of Saint Peter which the medieval
theologians saw as the justification for a rational and
scientific theology: “Always be ready to make your defence
to anyone who demands from you an ‘accounting’ (logos)
for the hope that is in you” (1 Pet 3:15). Learning how to
make such a defence is one of the primary responsibilities
of your years in the seminary. | can only plead with you:
Be committed to your studies! Take advantage of your years
of study! You will not regret it. Certainly, the subjects
which you are studying can often seem far removed from
the practice of the Christian life and the pastoral ministry.
Yet it is completely mistaken to start questioning their
practical value by asking: Will this be helpful to me in the
future? Will it be practically or pastorally useful? The point
is not simply to learn evidently useful things, but to
understand and appreciate the internal structure of the
faith as a whole, so that it can become a response to
people’s questions, which on the surface change from one
generation to another yet ultimately remain the same.
For this reason it is important to move beyond the changing
questions of the moment in order to grasp the real
questions, and so to understand how the answers are real
answers. It is important to have a thorough knowledge of
sacred Scripture as a whole, in its unity as the Old and
the New Testaments: the shaping of texts, their literary
characteristics, the process by which they came to form
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the canon of sacred books, their dynamic inner unity, a
unity which may not be immediately apparent but which
in fact gives the individual texts their full meaning. It is
important to be familiar with the Fathers and the great
Councils in which the Church appropriated, through faith-
filled reflection, the essential statements of Scripture. |
could easily go on. What we call dogmatic theology is the
understanding of the individual contents of the faith in
their unity, indeed, in their ultimate simplicity: each single
element is, in the end, only an unfolding of our faith in
the one God who has revealed himself to us and continues
to do so. | do not need to point out the importance of knowing
the essential issues of moral theology and Catholic social
teaching. The importance nowadays of ecumenical
theology, and of a knowledge of the different Christian
communities, is obvious; as is the need for a basic
introduction to the great religions, to say nothing of
philosophy: the understanding of that human process of
questioning and searching to which faith seeks to respond.
But you should also learn to understand and - dare | say
it — to love canon law, appreciating how necessary it is
and valuing its practical applications: a society without
law would be a society without rights. Law is the condition
of love. I will not go on with this list, but | simply say once
more: love the study of theology and carry it out in the
clear realization that theology is anchored in the living
community of the Church, which, with her authority, is
not the antithesis of theological science but its
presupposition. Cut off from the believing Church, theology
would cease to be itself and instead it would become a
medley of different disciplines lacking inner unity.
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6. Your years in the seminary should also be a time of
growth towards human maturity. It is important for the
priest, who is called to accompany others through the
journey of life up to the threshold of death, to have the
right balance of heart and mind, reason and feeling, body
and soul, and to be humanly integrated. To the theological
virtues the Christian tradition has always joined the
cardinal virtues derived from human experience and
philosophy, and, more generally, from the sound ethical
tradition of humanity. Paul makes this point this very
clearly to the Philippians: “Finally, brothers, whatever is
true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever
is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable,
if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy
of praise, think about these things” (4:8). This also involves
the integration of sexuality into the whole personality.
Sexuality is a gift of the Creator yet it is also a task which
relates to a person’s growth towards human maturity.
When it is not integrated within the person, sexuality
becomes banal and destructive. Today we can see many
examples of this in our society. Recently we have seen
with great dismay that some priests disfigured their
ministry by sexually abusing children and young people.
Instead of guiding people to greater human maturity and
setting them an example, their abusive behaviour caused
great damage for which we feel profound shame and regret.
As a result of all this, many people, perhaps even some of
you, might ask whether it is good to become a priest,;
whether the choice of celibacy makes any sense as a truly
human way of life. Yet even the most reprehensible abuse
cannot discredit the priestly mission, which remains great
and pure. Thank God, all of us know exemplary priests,




men shaped by their faith, who bear witness that one can
attain to an authentic, pure and mature humanity in this
state and specifically in the life of celibacy. Admittedly,
what has happened should make us all the more watchful
and attentive, precisely in order to examine ourselves
earnestly, before God, as we make our way towards
priesthood, so as to understand whether this is his will
for me. It is the responsibility of your confessor and your
superiors to accompany you and help you along this path
of discernment. It is an essential part of your journey to
practice the fundamental human virtues, with your gaze
fixed on the God who has revealed himself in Christ, and
to let yourselves be purified by him ever anew.

7. The origins of a priestly vocation are nowadays more
varied and disparate than in the past. Today the decision
to become a priest often takes shape after one has already
entered upon a secular profession. Often it grows within
the Communities, particularly within the Movements,
which favour a communal encounter with Christ and his
Church, spiritual experiences and joy in the service of
the faith. It also matures in very personal encounters with
the nobility and the wretchedness of human existence.
As a result, candidates for the priesthood often live on
very different spiritual continents. It can be difficult to
recognize the common elements of one’s future mandate
and its spiritual path. For this very reason, the seminary
is important as a community which advances above and
beyond differences of spirituality. The Movements are a
magnificent thing. You know how much | esteem them

~(®




and love them as a gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church.
Yet they must be evaluated by their openness to what is
truly Catholic, to the life of the whole Church of Christ,
which for all her variety still remains one. The seminary
is a time when you learn with one another and from one
another. In community life, which can at times be difficult,
you should learn generosity and tolerance, not only bearing
with, but also enriching one another, so that each of you
will be able to contribute his own gifts to the whole, even
as all serve the same Church, the same Lord. This school
of tolerance, indeed, of mutual acceptance and mutual
understanding in the unity of Christ's Body, is an important
part of your years in the seminary.

Dear seminarians, with these few lines | have wanted to
let you know how often | think of you, especially in these
difficult times, and how close | am to you in prayer. Please
pray for me, that | may exercise my ministry well, as long
as the Lord may wish. | entrust your journey of preparation
for priesthood to the maternal protection of Mary Most
Holy, whose home was a school of goodness and of grace.
May Almighty God bless you all, the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spirit. (Pope Benedict XVI, From the Vatican, 18
October 2010, the Feast of Saint Luke the Evangelist)

Once gain | wish the peace and joy of Christmas and New
Year.

+ Most Rev. Dr. P. Soundararaju SDB
Bishop of Vellore.
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Golden Jubilee Celebration, Auxilium
Hr.Sec.School, Gandhinagar

Inaugural Function of Vincentian Family
in Tamil Nadu & Pondicherry, Cathedral
Kerela

Wedding, Thiruvannamalai

Christmas Celebration, VSSS, Vellore
TANCEAN Meeting, Chennai

Youth Meeting, Trichy

Christmas Celebration for Catechists,
Vellore

Christmas Celebration for Religious,
Vellore

Christmas Celebration at SFX Inter-
Diocesan Seminary, Veppoor

Vincent De Paul, Madha Hill, Chetpat
Monthly Recollection & Christmas
Celebration for Diocesan Priests, Vellore
Mass, Sisters of St. Ann’s of Madhavaram,

Kilacherry

Christmas Vigil Mass, Cathedral
Bangalore

Priestly Ordination of Salesain Deacons,
Tirupattur

Priestly Ordination, Chittor

Distribution of Scholarship, Vellore
Distribution of Scholarship,
Tiruvannamalai
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VICAR GENERAL’S OFFICE

1. Clergy Monthly Recollection & Christmas Celebration
-20.12.2010

Our Monthly Recollection and Christmas Celebration will
be on Monday, 20, December, 2010.

2. Christmas Celebration for Religious - 18.12.2010

There will be a Christmas Celebration for all the religious
Fathers, Brothers and sisters in the Bishop’'s House on
Saturday,18 December, 2010.His Excellency Most Rev. Dr.

P. Soundararaju SDB will preside over the celebration.

You can take this opportunity to wish our Bishop and Curia
fathers. Your generous contribution will be greatly

appreciated to help the poor during this Christmas.

3. New Deacons

Seven Deacons of our Diocese have completed their
seminary formation. They are appointed in the following
parishes for pastoral experience:

Dn. M. Devanesan Thiruvannamalai
Dn. A. Devasagayam Viruduvilanginan
Dn. P. Maran Vandavasi
Dn. T. Premkumar Arakkonam




Dn. M. Yesudoss Allikondapattu
Dn. B. Yesuprabhu Cathedral
Dn. I. Valanarasu Chetpet

4. Recollection for the Month of January 2011

The dates for January Monthly Recollection: 26™ Evening
to 27" Afternoon.

Rev. Msgr. M. Joe Lourdusamy
Vicar General

PASTORAL CENTRE

1. Christmas Celebration for Catechists — December 2010

There will be Christmas Celebration for both Trained and
Untrained Catechists who are getting salary from the
Diocese on Friday, 17 December 2010 at 09.00 am at
Pastoral Centre. | request the parish priests send your
catechists for this celebration.

2. Mission Sunday Collection - 2010

a. Parishes

1. Japthikarni 500.00
2. Kaniyambadi 10,500.00
3. Boodamangalam 1050.00
4. Vetavalam 12,500.00
5. A.Kattupadi 7,500.00
6. Koviloor 10,000.00
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.

Udayendiram
Arkonam
Tirupattur
Uriurkuppam
C.Nammiandal
Chettupattu
Tiruvannamalai
Kortampattu
Alliyandal
Viruduvilanginan
Haffieldspet
Pattiavaram
Nelliyankulam
Kastambadi
Thalayampallam
Devigapuram
Perunthuraipattu
Semmiamangalam
Tirumalpadi
Pulivanthal
Kariyandal
Somaspadi
Perumanam
Nallur

Veppoor
Pallikonda
Mazhuvankarunai
Kolappalur
Chengam
Gudiyatham

7,500.00
30,000.00
20,000.00

1,800.00
12,000.00
40,000.00
30,000.00

6,500.00

2,000.00

2,500.00

7,150.00

4,000.00

500.00
580.00
2,600.00
600.00
6,600.00
500.00
500.00
600.00

5,000.00

1,120.00

2,225.00

1,000.00

7,000.00

3,500.00

5,020.00

31107.00
4250.00
7385.00




37.
38.
39.
40.

O

18.
19.

20.
21.

Kodayanchi 550.00

Alapakkam 2680.00
Mosavadi 700.00
Rantham Korattur 3400.00

296147.00

. Religious Convents & Institutions

St.Bridget Convent, Sipcot 1,000.00
St.Mary's Convent, Vellore 5000.00
St.Mary's Teacher Training Institute,
Anmarudai 2,000.00
Immaculate Convent, Vellore 500.00
St.Louis Convent, Kattupadi 2,500.00
St.Antony's Convent, Santhavasal 1,000.00
Vimala Irudaya Convent, Chengam 500.00
St.John Bosco Primary School, Chetpet 3,000.00
St.Thomas Hospital, Chetpet 3,000.00
. D.M. Convent, Koottar 1,000.00
. Aloysius Girls Hr.Sec. School, Vettavalam 5,000.00
. Aloysius Convent, Vettavalam 500.00
. Aloysius Primary School, Vettavalam 500.00

. Aloysius Nursery & Primary, Vettavalam 1000.00
. Aloysius Home for Children, Vettavalam 2,000.00
. DM Convent, Elayanganni 1,000.00
. Mt.St.Joseph Mat. Hr. Sec. School,

Tiruvannamalai 25,000.00
Sacred Heart Convent, vandavasi 5,000.00
Sacred Heart Teachers Training Institute,

Vandavasi 15,000.00
Arokia Illam, Old Town 1,000.00

Cluny Convent, Thiruparkadal 3,500.00




22. Ansaldo College of Education, Chetpet 5,000.00

23. Immaculate Convent, Virudhuvilanginan 700.00
24. Christ the King Convent, Thanipadi 500.00
25. Carmel Convent, Kolappalur 1,000.00
26. Carmel Nursery School, Kolappalur 2,000.00

88,200.00

The Parishes and Religious Institutions which have not
yet sent the mission sunday collections, kindly send it as
early as possible. Thanks for your Co-operation.

Fr. S.Malaiyappan
CPC, Director
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TIRUVANNAMALAI SOCIAL SERVICE SOCIETY
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CHAHA PROJECT - DETAILS

Total No. of Chaha Staff - 18 Members
Total No. of Blocks - 11

(Tiruvannamalai, Polur, Arani, Kilpennathur,
Thandarampet, Kalasapakkam, Chengam, Arni & Polur,
Tiruvannamalai & Thandarampet, Chetpet, Thurinjapuram,

Pudupalayam, West Arani, Kilpennathur & Tiruvannamalai)

Total No. of Child registered till date - 1106
No. of families Covered - 616
Total No. of CLHA - 91
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(CLHA - Child living with HIV / AIDS)
Total No. of CAA - 1015
(CAA - Child Affected by HIV - AIDS)

Support given to Benficiaries - Every Month

Nutrition & Care Support 206 Nos Rs. 67156.00

House hold Support 513 Nos - Rs. 176985.00
Opportunity Infection

treatment & Prophylaxis 24 Nos - Rs. 4056.00
Education Support 167 Nos - Rs. 27722.00
IGP Support 19 Nos - Rs. 35625.00

Total Amount Rs. 311544.00
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Family Commission

On 16" & 17% October we had marriage preparation classes
at Vandavasi for the Vicariate Youth. Sr.Stella Ruby and
Mrs. Grija from Trichy Regional office conducted the
programme. Fr.A.Antony and myself took classes in the

morning session on the first day.




42 members attended the classes. 27 young girls are from
the convent and 11 girls and 11 boys are from the
Vicariate. Sincere thanks to Fr. Aruldass, Parish Priest of
Japthikarani, who co-ordinated the programme. Sincere
thanks also to Rev. Fr. Jayaseelan, V.F and to

Fr. Gnanasekar for their Co-operation.

On 231 & 24" October we had marriage preparation classes
for Catholic girls and value education classes for Non-
Catholic girls at Idhaya College, Namiandal. Sr. Stella Ruby
and Mr.Edwing Edison, Psychologist conducted the
programme. Fr.A. Antony and myself took classes for both
the groups in the morning session on the first day. 1100
Non-Catholic girls and 265 Catholic girls attended the
classes. Sincere thanks to Sr.Rosary, Principal of the col-
lege and Sr.Stella, Superior of the convent who gave full

support to this programme.

On 30" & 31t of October we conducted marriage prepration
classes for the youth of Chetpet Vicariate. Sr.Stella Ruby
and Mrs. Grija from the Regional Office, Trichy came and
conducted the programme. As usual Fr.A.Antony and my-
self took Classes in the morning on the first day. 26 boys
and 26 girls attended the classes in the morning. Later
on 10 more came and joined in the afternoon. Totally 62
youth participated in the programme. Sincere thanks to

Rev.Fr.Stephen,V.F. for his enthusiasm and support.
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Note: 1. On 8" & 9™ January 2011 Marriage prepration
classes will be conducted at Polur for the Vi-
cariate

2. On 22M & 23" January 2011 Marriage
prepration classes will be conducted at Vellore
for the Vicariate.

Fr.K.S.Gnanajyoti
Family Commission Secretary
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Happy Ordination Day

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

K. S. Gnana Jyothi
P. Arputharaj Rayan
K. A. Rayappa

L. Susainathan

S. Lourduswamy

G. Mathias

A. Rayappan

M. Rayappa

M. Packiasamy

Happy Birth Day

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

A. Anthony
S. Antony Buddhan
C. Matthew

A. Sagaya Josephson
P. Chinnappan

P. John Bosco

A. Velanganni Vinothraj
N. T. lrudayaraj

N. A. John Peter

A. C. Savarimuthu

S. Jesu Jayabalan

01.12.1982
03.12.1976
09.12.1982
10.12.1983
11.12.1981
16.12.1966
19.12.1992
20.12.1967
21.12.1970

SIBLAG. K.S.epmenGzns

02.12.1971
05.12.1949
05.12.1969
05.12.1979
07.12.1977
08.12.1952
08.12.1974
09.12.1968
11.12.1966
12.12.1947
23.12.1975




Rev. Fr. A. Kulandesu 25.12.1958

Rev. Fr. A. Charles Jesu Doss 25.12.1974
Rev. Fr. A. Alphonse Doss 30.12.1948
Rev. Fr. S. Lourduswamy 30.12.1955
Intentions

Let us pray that our personal experience of suffering may
be an occasion for better understanding the situation of
unease and pain which is the experience of many people
who are alone, sick or aged, and stir us all to give them
generous help.

Let us pray that people of the earth may open their doors
to Christ and to His Gospel of peace, brotherhood and
justice.

Calendar

03 Fri St. Francis Xavier, Solemnity
04 Sat St. John Damascene

05 Sun 2" Sunday of Advent

07 Tue St. Ambrose

08 Wed Immaculate Conception of our Lady, Solemnity
11 Sat St. Damasus |

12 Sun 3" Sunday of Advent

13 Mon St. Lucy

14 Tue St. John of the Cross

19 Sun 4™ Sunday of Advent

25 Sat Holy Christmas




26 Sun Holy Family
27 Mon St. John the Evangelist
28 Tue Holy Innocents

Necrology

Rev. Fr. D. John Durai

Most Rev. Eugene Mederlet SDB
Rev. Fr. Capiagi SDB

Rev. Fr. M. |. Jaikumar

Most Rev. Antony Muthu

Rev. Fr. Jaganathan Chinnappa SDB
Rev. Fr. Alfred Schup SDB

Rev. Fr. Gnanaprakasam

Rev. Fr. Fidelis Cozzi SDB

Rev. Fr. Dabove SDB

10.12.2009
12.12.1934
14.12.1985
16.12.2006
19.12.1980
22.12.1994
23.12.1987
26.12.1982
27.12.1963
31.12.1981




Wish you all a

Joyful Christmas
&

a Prosperous New Year |
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